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Richland County Coroner Gary 

Watts, Speaks to OLC students 
OLC Students Participate in  

Hour of Code 
 

Coroner Gary Watts, recently spoke to 

a group of students from Ms. Easley’s 

and Ms. Pinckney’s 21st century class.  

The students were able to learn about 

the career of being a coroner and 

what it’s like being at a crime scene.  

The student s were able to ask probing 

questions about what goes on in the 

life of a coroner as well as the qualifica-

tions needed to enter the field.  The 

students appreciated Coroner Watts 

for taking the time out of his schedule 

to come and speak to the students.  

Everyone enjoyed his presentation. 

Recently Olympia Learning Center’s high 

school were engaged in coding to cele-

brate Computer Technology Week.  Dur-

ing Ms. Pinckney’s “Finance” and “Digital 

Input” classes, students were able to se-

lect different activities to practice coding.  

Some of the coding programs were: Star 

Wars, Frozen, Mind Craft and Zombie.  

The students worked hard to finish their 

activity.  Those who completed the pro-

gram received a certificate of completion 

to show that they completed the coding.   



P A G E  2  T H E  O L Y M P I A N  

Columbia College students from Professor Travis Dalton’s LA 

201 Social Justice class came to Olympia on a weekly basis to 

lend their expertise in ELA and Math to our students., as well 

as work with our school librarian Mrs. Coleman to update our 

book catalog. The students enjoyed their time spent with 

the students.  We believe the  Columbia College 

students made a lasting impressions on our stu-

dents here at Olympia 

that they will cherish 

forever.  Thank you 

Columbia College for 

being a part of the 

solution to help our 

students reach their 

maximum potential. 

Clip art from  Microsoft clip art 

Olympia STAR Internship Student Shines Brilliantly 
 

Olympia Learning Center STAR Internship student Clinton Brown is serious about the business of food.  Clinton’s 4 week intern-

ship with Richland One’s Central Kitchen staff was so successful, Central Kitchen Staff Manager Johnnie Mae Rich Butler has 

requested to extend his internship through the end of the school year!  During Clinton’s internship, he observed how English, 

Math, Science and History come to life in the workplace.  Clinton learned that reading (ELA) is vital to properly preparing food 

by reading and following instructions on labels and recipes.  He learned that math is key in cooking with the proper use of 

measuring and setting oven temperatures for through cooking.  Clinton reflected that food preparers continue to learn and 

improve their efforts to sanitize cooking areas to avoid food contamination.  He also learned about the science of cooking by 

mixing ingredients and the importance maintaining the correct temperature for storing and cooking different foods. 

 

We are proud of Clinton and his work with Central Kitchen.  What an incredible opportunity for Clinton to have his internship 

extended.  Great job Clinton! 

 

  

Columbia College Students Wrap Up  

Tutoring  Sessions 

Read For The Record! 

Students from Ms. Shea’s English 

class recently participated in  

Jumpstart’s “Read For The Rec-

ord”, a national program that 

chooses one book to be read 

around the nation.  The goal is 

to get as many people as possible to read the same book on 

the same day. The book this year was “The Bear Ate Your 

Sandwich” by  Julia Sarcone-Roach it is an amusing story of 

how a dog is explaining to its owner what happened to her 

sandwich. Ms. Shea collaborated with Ms. Coleman to have 

her students present to a group of kindergarteners at Carver 

Lyon via video conference .  Ms. Shea’s students  did a video 

dramatization of the book and 

showed it to the kindergarten-

ers.  The kindergarteners loved 

the presentation and you could 

tell that  Ms. Shea’s students 

enjoyed sharing their dramati-

zation as well.  



Career Mentors Take the Challenge! 
 

Career Mentors from Olympia Learning Center 2015-2016 Partner of the Year, Vulcan Materials Company, 

were not shy about taking the challenge!  Career Mentors Esau Belton, Scott Gantt, Al Jackson, and Darla Old-

ham were ready for action as they worked with their mentees in an Overcoming Obstacles© lesson on under-

standing how individual talents and skills contribute to a group.  Career Mentees Nadira Brooks, Dayzia Ber-

gamy, Seqwan Brooks, Johnathan Myers, and Daeshonie Johnson were also up for taking the challenge with 

their mentors! 

 

Each team challenged the other team to accomplish a feat…with one exception…the challenging team had to 

be able to meet the challenge themselves!  A few of the challenges included: 

 

Holding your breath for 30 seconds 

Doing 20 pushups and sit ups 

Naming 10 Presidents in 1 minute 

 

The Career Mentors and Mentees enjoyed challenging each other and finding out how their skills and talents 

helped their respective teams take and meet the challenges!  Everyone enjoyed their time together and 

learned about their individual strengths and the strengths of the other mentors and mentees. 
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Career Mentors & Mentees Group Photo with Ms. Smalls 

 

By Career & Personal Development Specialist Alli Smalls 



"The Olympia Learning Center will provide opportunities for students 

to reach their maximum potential through diverse and innovative 

academic, career, support, and life skills programs in an alternative 

setting using non-traditional and challenging approaches that foster 

collaboration among staff, post secondary institutions, and community 

agencies. " 
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T H E  O L Y M P I A N  

The first half of the school 

year has flown by quickly 

and I am glad to see good 

responses from our 

students and teachers.   

Many of our students have 

already had the 

opportunity to participate 

in mentoring sessions and 

field studies.  I have been 

getting good feedback 

from our career mentors 

who have been working 

with our students.  We are 

looking forward to 

receiving more 

opportunities from our 

partners to expose our 

students to the many 

careers there are in the 

work place. 

The faculty and staff are 

continuously encouraging 

our students to work hard 

and stay focused.  I realize 

that some subjects can be 

challenging, but I have 

confidence that our 

students will rise to the 

occasion and do their best 

on any assessments that 

they are given.  

Consequently, I am 

expecting the assessments 

to look better as the year 

progresses and with 

continued parental 

involvement our students 

will get the support that 

they need to stay the 

course. 

As we approach this winter 

break, I hope that everyone 

will take the time to rest, 

reflect, and enjoy their 

families.  Have a safe and 

happy holiday. 

 

. 

Nathan White, Principal 

Dr. Craig Witherspoon, 

Superintendent 


